
What’s All 
The BUZZZ?

	

	

 hey are here. They 
have officially invaded our 
apartments, classrooms, 
dorm rooms and $1.29 
might save your life, well at 
least your sanity.
 That’s the cost of 
the average plastic fly 
swatters at Home Depot. 
Don’t get up too quickly; 
the store shelves are all 
empty. 
 There are more than 
100,000 different species 
of flies. Blow fly, bottle 
fly, sheep blowfly, soldier 
fly, syrphid fly, black flies, 
deer fly, robber fly, and 
the housefly just to name 
a few. Houseflies live up to 
three weeks and are active 
during the warmer part of 
the year. Flies are insects 

that belong the identifi-
cation order of Diptera, 
which means “two wings” 
and are found everywhere 
in the world--even in Ant-
arctica.
 Rumors have circu-
lated around JMU’s cam-
pus to explain the current 
population boom of flies. 
 Ashby Leasing Con-
sultant Brittany Smith 
believes “the trash the 
people leave outside their 
apartments” is the rea-
son for the increase of fly 
activity around Harrison-
burg.
 “They are attracted 
to beer cans,” says Smith. 
“Trashby” is known to 
be beautifully decorated 
with Natty cans and solo 
cups from Thursday night 
to Monday morning until 
cleaning crews finally roll 
through the complex. 
 Mark Lance, a worker 
at Home Depot for one and 
half years, got the inside 
scoop from a vendor that 
came into the store and 
told him what he believes 
is the real reason why the 
flies are bad.
 “It’s basically be-
cause the winter wasn’t 
that cold and therefore 
the population didn’t 
die out that much,” says 
Lance. 
 Francis Angilletta, 
a senior hospitality and 

tourism major at JMU, has 
been working at Home De-
pot for two years and has 
never seen so many flies. 
 “They are usually 
worse in the valley but 
they’re really bad this 
year,” says Angilletta.
 The recent explo-
sion of houseflies in Har-
risonburg has made many 
people flock to the local 
stores, buying anything 
that will lessen the number 
of buzzing-winged crea-
tures.
 “The fly swatters 
were gone in like two 
days,” explains Angilletta. 
 The aisle where the 
wrist action slappers usu-
ally are was completely 
empty.  Home Depot has 
been out of fly swatters 
for the past two weeks. 
 So what is the real 
reason for the consider-
able amount of flies in 
Harrisonburg? All of the 
above.
  “Houseflies can 
breed in from a number of 
sources from garbage to 
human waste to manure,” 
says Eric Day, the manager 
of the insect identification 
lab of the entomology de-
partment at Virginia Tech.
 Virginia’s Coopera-
tive Extension services, 
including our own Rocking-
ham County’s, are based 
out of Virginia Tech and 
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Virginia State University. 
When things get buggy 
in Rockingham County, 
agents from the Coopera-
tive Extension will send 
samples of the pests to 
the identification lab at 
Virginia Tech for further 
testing and information. 
All county agents are also 
employees of Virginia 
Tech. Day has been for 
over twenty years.
  “It would be kind of 
hard to say exactly what 
they are from because you 
have all those activities in 
the Shenandoah Valley,” 
says Day. Harrisonburg, 
being the poultry capital 
of the word, is estimated 
to have 75 thousand acres 
of farmland. Students are 
unpleasantly reminded of 
this statistic on rainy days 
as the air of Harrisonburg 
is thickened with the ripe 
smell of dog food.
 “It may be a mat-
ter of what food source, 
that’s a gross way to say 
it, but the manure or hu-
man garbage or this alike 
will be the food source for 
larva,” says Day.
 The average adult 
female fly drops 50 to 100 
eggs at a time and about 
500 eggs over her life-
time. The eggs are usually 
placed in rotting organic 
matter. The typical house-
fly will develop from egg to 

adult within ten days.
 “First, to stop in-
crease of flies, make sure 
that all sources of garbage 
and manure are all cleaned 
up,” says Day.   
 The residents of Har-
risonburg and May-mester 
students might see the 
decline of flies, as the 
majority of students from 
JMU will travel back home, 
drastically decreasing the 
amount of trash around 
town.
 According to Day, 
the worst thing about flies 
is “their huge nuisance 
value.” 
“That’s probably the big-
gest complaint we see 
here in the lab,” he says.
 Over time, fallacies 
have grown about flies giv-
ing them a bad buzz.
  “I think a lot of 
people associate them 
with filth and that sort 
of implies that their liv-
ing habits are filthy,” Day 
says. “That’s not the case 
because these flies can 
be attracted [or] fly away 
from their manure or gar-
bage source from a half a 
mile or mile more.” 
 But not all flies are 
just annoying insects that  
buzz around your ear.
 “If I had to pick a 
favorite group, it would be 
the robber fly,” says Day.
 “Robber flies are bee 

mimic; they look strongly 
like bumble bees or honey 
bees and they are actually 
beneficial because robber 
flies are aero predators 
and they feed on other 
insects, including house-
flies,” explains Day.
 “It would be kind of 
a quick favorite maybe 
for some folks there in the 
Shenandoah valley,” says 
Day with an optimistic 
tone in his voice. Robber 
flies exist in Virginia and 
are more common in the 
southern states of the 
United States.
 “I think another thing 
to kind of keep in mind too 
are that bald face hornets 
and yellow jackets also eat 
a lot of houseflies too.” 
 Day says it’s not 
always clear-cut which 
one is a pest and which 
isn’t. “As far as annoy-
ing people, that’s a little 
tougher.” 
 Katherine Damico, 
the administrative as-
sistant in the JMU biology 
department and two-year 
resident of Penn Laird, Va., 
which is about four miles 
away from Harrisonburg 
on route 33 East, has be-
come aware of the recent 
increase of flies around 
Rockingham County.
 “I noticed on the din-
ing room window outside; 



I looked and there must 
have been 30 or 40 of 
them clung to the screen,” 
says Damico as her hands 
almost become claw-like.
  “So I got the garden 
spray stuff and sprayed 
them and they all died.  
But it’s constant; there is 
always a fly in my house.”
 The worst thing 
about flies is “they are 
dirty, very dirty and my 
dog barks at them,” ex-
plains Damico.  
 Wile, her 7-year-old 
cairn terrier, continues 
to protect his master by 
keeping an ear out for the 
any buzzing pest around 
her house.
 Some JMU students 
have their own way of less-
ening the amount of flies.
 “Shower Shoes,” 
says Chelsey Bowman, a 
freshman who lives in Iken-
berry dorm on campus. 
 “Chelsey chases 
them with flip-flops,” says 
Blair Walsh, Chelsey’s 
trustworthy fly-swat side-
kick.
 “It’s the most effec-
tive way to kill them,” says 
Bowman with an assertive 
head nod.
 “Ikenberry is very fun 
but very infested,” says 
Walsh, the English major 
for Fairfax, Va. The popu-
lation of flies has gradually 
decreased from rooms 

304 and 201 of Section B 
since the flip-flop secret 
was discovered. 
 Walsh starts laugh-
ing about past fly hunts 
around their dorm rooms. 
“I actually would like cel-
ebrate the day that they 
all die.” 

written by   Chris Runyon
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